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“Proudly serving the Mount Victoria community since 1956”

Mt Vic residents battle
Maori prejudice

A group devoted to building awareness
and understanding of Maori issues has
been set up by Mount Victoria residents
wanting to make a difference for what
they call “our indigenous brethren”.

Charity facilitator Gaye White and arts
benefactor Marylene Jones say the Mount
Victoria Maori Development Council will
give Pakeha an opportunity to meet every
Tuesday and discuss these issues over a
glass of wine and traditional Maori kai
such as sushi.

“We think it's important to get together
and address the many inherent social and
genetic inequalities that feed rampant
crime, poverty and poor health!” says
White.

White stresses that the focus of the group
is to enable Pakeha to facilitate discourse
about the problems faced by and contrib-
uted to by Maori.

“We're forming this group out of concern
for the situation Maori have gotten them-
selves into, it's about what we can do to
help mitigate their failure to fully adopt —
and adapt to - the social enlightenment of
colonisation. And we're doing it together
as Pakeha because, at the end of the day,
sometimes you need a group of citizens
who don’t have a vested interest.”

“l once had a Maori Avon lady,” notes
Jones.

“As a pro-Maori group,” continues White.
“It would probably be somewhat awk-
ward for Maori to attend, just as if | joined
a pro-white group I'd be tarred and feath-
ered out of town

“Besides, we're very much wine drinkers.

Gaye White and her
companion Waterloo

Marylene Jones in her

Sunday Best

We've seen Once Were Warriors, and
it’s clear they only drink beer. We want
discourse on progressive strategies to
counter prejudice to be the main incen-
tive for turning up, not the lure of free
beer, and the last thing we want to do is
inadvertently contribute to domestic vio-
lence, which is another cause we're very
committed to.”
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YOUR LETTERS

Getting frank with Franks

| notice that VWellington Central candidate Stephen Franks
explains that his insistence on voting against any piece of
legislation that enhances civil liberties is that from his per-
spective as a lawyer; they are ‘bad law’,and he has concerns
about the ‘effects of word on law’.

Thus, he can claim that his constant stifling of social
progress is nothing to do with bigotry.

| must ask, however; Franks was the Deputy Chairperson
of the select committee that oversaw the drafting of the
Civil Union Bill. If the legislation is that badly written, he
must have been very ineffective in that role.

James Smythe

ED REPLIES: Mr Franks is a friend of the Mount Victoria
Supplement, and we can’t tolerate such mischievous non-
sense. Neither have we ever received donations or other
favours from Mr Franks. Good day to you.

Un-Classified
Hi there,

I'd like to advertise a Bake Sale for November |5 which
is being organised by the Mount Victoria Pioneers Guild.
Money will go towards orphans with Downs Syndrome.
VWVe really appreciate your assistance.The flyer with all the
details is attached.

Joanne Seddon

ED REPLIES: | kindly remind you that community adver-
tisements should be sent to mvsclassifieds@gmail.com,
NOT the generic mountvictoriasupplement@gmail.com
address, which is for letters and other correspondence.

Furthermore, you neglected to attach the flyer, despite
your claim that you had. We run a busy publication and
this kind of inconsiderateness is downright time wasting.

Please resubmit your adverisement WITH attachment to
the correct email address, and we will be happy to include
your advertisement in our Summer issue, due out in late
March.

In The Dogbox
Dear Sir,

The dogs belonging to the following owners have befouled
out streets since the last edition of the Mount Victoria
Supplement:

- Joe McDonald

- Mssrs Jasper and Alena Smith

- That Guy from Hania Street Who Sometimes VWears A
Kilt

- The Late Madeleine Malcolm

- Adrian and Danielle Fitzpatrick

- Sir Walter Huston

- The blind woman who lives up Majorbanks Street

Yours Sincerely,
Gwen Addison

ED REPLIES: Thanks again Gwen. You provide a valuable
community service for us all.

Lovely Tulips

Dear Editor

Did you see the tulips at the Botanical Gardens? I've seen
them twice now already. Aren’t they just lovely? I'm con-

sidering going a third time.

Your Sincerely,
Astrid Murdoch

ED REPLIES: Yes.Yes, they are.

AT CROSSWAYSTHIS MONTH:

- Let’s Talk About Syphillis

- Indoor Croquet

- Mount Victoria Spinsters & Curators Collec-
tive: Annual General Meeting

- Shoes, shoes, shoes!

- Yentyl

- The Writer's Studio: The Craft Of Writing
Tragedies In Limerick Form




GIRL BITES DOG

Anti-smacking law blamed as toddlers run wild

and the general
breakdown of dis-
cipline in society
brought about by
the anti-smacking

legislation,” says
concerned  resi-
dent Botany Car-
ruthers Jr.

“If we can’t physi-
cally restrain our
toddlers, they will
turn into killing
machines. This is

A public outcry over toddler control
has erupted after a three year old girl
mauled a German Shepherd on Eliza-
beth Street last week.

The dog was being walked past Eliza-
beth Street School when it was at-
tacked by an unrestrained Scottish-
Australian cross. It is understood the
girl's mother was picking up the older
brother at the school and the tod-
dler was momentarily unsupervised
as the mother exchanged date truffle
recipes with another parent.The dog
has required plastic surgery and over
thirty stitches, although a full recov-
ery is expected.

Toddler control groups say this is yet
another example of unattended tod-
dlers causing harm to innocent pets
in Wellington. It follows an incident
in Karori last week in which a two
year-old ginger male tore off and de-

voured the hind legs of a dachshund.

Other cases in the last month include
a three year old Johnsonville lego
construction foreman who sexually
experimented with guinea pigs, and
a four year old unemployed girl from
Berhampore on her last day of child-
care who shot a kitten in the face.

“We're not blaming the children.
They're just doing what comes nat-
urally. VWe're blaming the parents,

what we warned
about, and this is what has hap-
pened.”

Garth McVicar was available for com-
ment but he had nothing lucid to say.

Ms Carruthers is demanding that
tougher legislation be put in place
to punish negligent parents who fail
to beat sufficient discipline into their
children, and for ginger urchins, be-
lieved to be the most aggressive, to
be phased out.Toddler control groups
claim that in talks with National Party
Leader John Key, he agreed to reverse
the anti-smacking legislation bill he
had supported yet later feigned to
deplore, and to introduce their sug-
gested legislation, but he now denies
such an agreement has been reached.

The girl has since been destroyed.

Garth McVicar:
Nothing lucid
to say

PIN-UP PROFILE:
Stephen Franks

EGI!M

GAY”

That's what “whining gays” might say
to Stephen Franks before explaining
to him why gay people should be al-
lowed to marry like normal people.
He has his reasons, of course, for
disagreeing - “l love my dog but I'm
not allowed to marry it.”

He makes a fine and carefully thought-
out point (although I'm sure he didn’t
mean to imply that he has romantic
and sexual relations with his dog, or
that he actually would have married
his dog if only his efforts weren’t sty-
mied by the registry office).

Gay people have as yet failed to prove
that they have the loyalty and obedi-
ence of ‘man’s best friend’. Gays are
not monogamous — everyone knows
that they change their partners more
often than their underwear. So why
you would let them marry? It would
be like voting for someone who
changes political parties! I'm all for
gay rights, but | want to be able to go
to a public toilet without some fruit
in arseless chaps proposing to me.

Wellington prides itself on being a
liberal community. Like all liberals we
support freedom of expression, and
therefore, we love Stephen Franks’
free and brave expression of what
ordinary liberals might be afraid to
say lest they be accused of actually
being latently (or blatantly) homo-
phobic.




Grateful poor to thank rich for

trickle down wealth

November |7 marks Thanks The Rich day, and poor peo-
ple everywhere are gearing up to offer their gratitude to
the rich for their contribution to the welfare of the poor
through the invention of trickle-down economics.

Thank The Rich Day is the
brainchild of grocery packer
Joe Brown, who says the poor
have been too laissez faire in
thanking the rich for distrib-
uting their wealth through the
‘trickle down’ mechanism. He
sees Thank the Rich Day as
a well overdue day of formal
recognition of the inherent benevolence of the rich, who
are in more need of moral support than ever after be-
ing wrongly pilloried for their supposed role in the credit
crisis.

“Whose fault was it really?’ says Brown.“ The poor who
were buying houses they can’t afford. The rich are victims
in all this.”

“Who pays our paycheques? The rich. Who pays their
paycheques and owns their companies? The rich. Us poor
don’t thank the rich enough.The hourly wage | earn pack-
ing their smoked salmon at Moore Wilsons has made me
so grateful. When they make an investment in a bottle of
fine wine, they're making an investment in me.

“Under National, my tax cuts will be smaller,
but that’s a good thing. A dollar or two for me,
that’s not going to make a difference, but a cou-
ple hundred a week for an executive, that’s a lot
of money to trickle down.*

“And when they hold back pay rises so they can pay their
executives million dollar bonuses, | sleep easy knowing
that at the end of the day, they're thinking of my interests,
that million dollars is gonna trickle down and look after

me.

Mr Brown says the lukewarm reaction to National’s tax
cut package was a reflection of the naivety of the com-
mon man.

“Under National, my tax cuts will be smaller, but that’s a
good thing. A dollar or two for me, that’s not going to
make a difference, but a couple hundred a week for an
executive, that's a lot of money to trickle down.

“The money's better off in their hands, where they'll spend
it overseas or save it, thus not affecting inflation, and and
thus keeping my grocery prices down. If | had the money,
I'd only fritter it away on groceries and power or foot-
wear for my children, and we all know increased spending
leads to inflation, so I'd be making things more unafford-
able for myself.Which could be alleviated by a pay rise, but
that would be inflationary, so I'd actually be worse off in
the long run. Besides, if | have a pay rise, that's less money
for my boss to trickle down to me.

“The rich are rich because they're good with money, and
by ensuring what trickles down to me is finite, they teach
me how to budget — it’s like
pocket money.”

Mr Brown says trickle down
theory is proof that capital-
ism works for the poor.

“There’s an old view that If

you feed the horse enough
oats, some will pass through to the road for the sparrows.
And as a sparrow my-
self, 'm grateful to be
feasting on my share
of the oats.”

Poor people can cel-
ebrate Thank the Rich
Day by making a do-
nation at their local
Business Roundta-
ble castle. Donations
over $15 will receive
free shoeshine.
















